Tamil K–10 Unit Stage 1
	Unit Title: Taba Naba
	Unit concept: Indigenous Perspectives
	Duration: 10 weeks 



	Unit overview

	In this unit, students will immerse themselves in learning experiences that will bring together the Tamil language and Indigenous culture. Students will focus primarily on the Torres Strait Islanders’ culture. The students will engage in the popular children’s song “Taba Naba" which is a children's song originating in the Torres Strait Islands just north of the continent of Australia. This song is usually accompanied by a "sit-down dance" where the "dancers" perform traditional movements corresponding to the lyrics. The song is a traditional song in Meriam Mir, a language of the Torres Strait Islanders. (Wikipedia). Students will learn the Meriam Mir version as well as a Tamil translated version. This song then can be performed for their families. 



	Outcomes
	Resources

	A student:
LTA1-1C participates in classroom interactions and play based learning activities in Tamil 
LTA1-2C identifies keywords and information in simple texts
LTA1-4C composes texts in Tamil using rehearsed language 
LTA1-5U recognises and reproduces the sounds of Tamil 
LTA1-6U recognises basic Tamil writing conventions
LTA1-9U recognises similarities and differences in communication across cultures
	Stimulus text:
· Taba Naba song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58Xn9bTIxGI



[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment strategies 

	1. The Flags of Indigenous People
2. learning colours in Tamil
3. independently writing colours in Tamil
	Introduction:
· prompt students to share their understandings of Indigenous people of Australia, 
· display to students the Aboriginal Australian Map and discuss the number of languages spoken, where they are living
· work your way through the slides 1-6, making sure to engage in unbiased dialogue about Indigenous cultures (this can be done in English or Tamil) 
Lesson:
· display to students both the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and ask them to label them correctly
· using the flags, go through the colours in Tamil
red - sivappu
yellow - manjal
black - karuppu
blue - neelam
green - pachey
white - vellai 
· students can practice writing the colours words in Tamil in their books
· students label the colours on the flags in their books (resource attached)
https://braveant.com.au/buy-ochre-here
Rotations: (students can work through these rotations, where they rotate at 10 minutes intervals)
1. Copying the words over and over again on laminate sheets
2. Ordering the letters of the word cards
3. Matching the colours to the words (this can be made using items from around the classroom)
4. Categorising objects into colour groups around the classroom


	1. Taba Naba Song
2. learning the Tamil translation of the song
3. learning new vocabulary using the song
	Recap:
· go through the Indigenous flags and recap the colours in Tamil
· students can complete the rotations (if needed)

Lesson:
· show students the Taba Naba song and explain that it is from the Torres Strait Islands
· ask students to locate where they might think the Torres Strait Islands are on the Australian map
· explain to the students that this song is a sit down song with a few actions
· Students can watch the youtube link a few times to get used to the song and actions
· ask students to share what they think the song is about
· write the lyrics on the board for students to read
Taba naba naba norem
Tugi penai siri
Dinghy e naba we
Miko keimi
Sere re naba we
Taba naba norem style

Come on let's go to the reef
Get into the dinghy when the morning tide is low
Let us row to the edge of the reef
Come on let's go to the reef 
· as a class, try to translate the words into Tamil
Vaango Vaango Kaaduluku
Kalai Alai Kurenithethu
Dinghy-yil povoam 
seinthu povoam kadal karaikuu 
Vaango Kaaduluku
Style
· discuss the words explaining that some English words won’t have a Tamil translation so we can replace it with a word that’s closes to it such as dinghy, row
· practise singing the Tamil version with the actions

	1. forming sentences using the basic structure ‘this is’
2. using colour followed by noun in their sentences correctly
	Recap:
· sing the original song as well as the Tamil version
· go through the list of selected words and colours in Tamil

Lesson:
· ask students what the word for ‘this is’ in Tami:l இது
· students can practise writing this in the air, on the carpet and whiteboards if available
· if there is an outdoor area, students can practice writing இது in the sand
· using the selected words from the song and the colour words, students are to create sentences in their book following the same sentence structure of ‘this is followed by colour followed by noun’
· demonstrate on the board with a few examples
This is the blue ocean. இது நீல கடல்.
This is a red dingy. இது ஒரு சிவப்பு டிங்கி.
· students can then illustrate their sentences using the correct colours.
· ensure that students are given time to read their sentences to their partner and then the class if time persists

Extension:
· students create their own sentences with their own vocabulary of words

	1. Learning about the world map in Tamil
2. Learn to label the Australian map in Tamil
3. forming sentences using the basic structure ‘this is’
4. using colour followed by noun in their sentences correctly
	Introduction:
· show students a world map and ask what they think its called in Tamil? உலக வரைபடம்
· ask students to share what they see on the world map and label these in Tamil and English using post its
நாடு - country
கடல் - ocean/sea
கண்டங்கள் - continents
நிலங்கள் - lands
தண்ணீர் - water

Lesson:
· focus the students on the map of Australia and ask them to help label the different parts on the map
· explain to students that Australia is very special  (சிறப்பு) as it is a continent, country and island
· distribute the colouring page to each child and ask them to colour the pictures using the right colours
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· discuss the animals they saw on their page focusing on colours and using it in the correct sentence
This is a brown wombat. இது ஒரு பழுப்பு நிற வோம்பாட்.

Extension:
· students can write their own sentences in their books before sharing it with the class
· use the attached vocabulary resource to assist with writing the animals’ names

	1. students create their own reef
	Introduction:
· ask students what a reef is?
· see if they can locate the Great Barrier Reef using their map
· show students where it is and ask them to write it on their map
Lesson:
· show students Finding Nemo Youtube clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWYoAVMftZg but stop at 2:10
· students share what they saw in the clip (colours, how it might feel, dark, pretty)
· explain to students that the Great Barrier Reef is filled with lots of beautiful and colourful coral பவள பாறைகள்
· coral is a living organism and is very important to the reef and looks like sponges
· using an egg carton, as a class create a class coral reef using twisted pipe cleaners and sponges
· twisted pipe cleaners: focus on tactile skills to twist the pipe cleaners around each other
· sponges: need to be cut in coral shapes
· then jab these into the egg carton
· students to watch the video on sea creatures in Tamil https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEWvT1zkvzE
· students then create one sea creature and stick it on a paddle pop stick and place it onto the coral reef carton
· select students to come up and say some sentences about the class coral reef

	1. create a written description using the vocabulary they have compiled
	Lesson:
· students will use this lesson just to practice writing sentences about their coral reef carton in their book
· this is to emphasis sentence structure, using the correct colour words and vocabulary they have learnt

	1. Creating a reef using a different art technique
	Recap:
· discuss with students what a reef is, sea creatures in Tamil
Lesson:
· students to create a coral reef artwork using blowing techniques https://www.woojr.com/ocean-coral-blow-painting/

	1. Understanding the importance of protecting the Great Barrier Reef
	Introduction:
· using the carton coral reel, demonstrate to students how people pollute it
· discuss the Tamil words for rubbish குப்பை, clean up சுத்தம் செய்
Lesson:
· pose the question to students: is it important that we protect the Great Barrier Reef?
· Great Barrier Reef நாம் பாதுகாக்க வேண்டுமா?
· if students respond in English, aim to translate key words for class to repeat as a class, come together to brainstorm some words related to the protection of The Great Barrier Reef
· explicitly teach students ஆம் ஏனெனில்
· students complete the worksheet attached

	· Creating a reef using a different art technique
	Recap:
· discuss with students what a reef is, sea creatures in Tamil
Lesson:
· students to create a coral reef artwork using Goggles with Cellophane and Coral

	
	https://www.readinga-z.com/book.php?id=189










	Sample assessment activities

	Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· identify main ideas and specific information in texts
· demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in 
· structure texts appropriate to context and purpose
Students with prior learning and/or experience
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information and ideas
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to audience, context and purpose
Students with a background in 
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information, ideas and opinions
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to context, purpose and audience



	Reflection and evaluation

	At the conclusion of the unit, teachers should reflect on student learning and engagement in activities, and use this to inform planning for subsequent learning experiences. Teachers could consider assessment records and results and student feedback to help them ascertain the quality of teaching and learning experiences.			
· To what level did students achieve the learning outcomes?
· How effective were the activities in helping students to understand key concepts and achieve the learning outcomes? 
· Did teaching strategies and activities facilitate high levels of student engagement? Why/why not?
· How could the unit be improved to enhance student engagement and learning?
· Were students’ needs catered for?
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	Vaango Vaango Kaaduluku
	வாங்கோ வாங்கோ கடலுக்கு

	Kalai Alai Kurenithethu
Dinghy-yil povoam 
	காலை அலை குறைன்த்துத 

	seinthu povoam kadal karaikuu 
	சேனெத்  
கடல் கரைக்கு 

	Vaango Kaaduluku
	

	Style
	










Australia Map - sentence writing vocabulary
	Tamil and Tanglish
	Dharug/Dharawal Word
	English Word

	வோம்பாட் vom-bat
	wumbat
	wombat

	ஈமு ee-moo
	mariang
	emu

	டிங்கோ ding- ko
	dingu
	dingo

	கங்காரு kang- ka- roo
	buru/baragarang
	kangaroo

	பிளாட்டிபஸ் pee-lat-de-pus
	biladurang (Wiradjuri language)
	platypus

	மீன் meen
	maugra
	fish

	டால்பின் dal-phin
	bar-ru-wal-uri
	dolphin

	அன்னம் ann-nam 
	dangaa
	swan

	பென்குயின் pen-ku-in
	-
	penguin

	திமிங்கிலம் thi-ming-ki-lam
	gawura
	whale

	கோலா ko-la
	gulamany/gula
	koala



நாம் Great Barrier Reef பாதுகாக்க வேண்டுமா?
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The Australian Aboriginal Flag

Designed in 1971 by Aboriginal artist Harold Thomas and became official on 14 July 1995
The flag's width is 1.5 times its height. It is horizontally divided into a black region (above) and a red region (below). A yellow disc is superimposed over the centre of tﬁ
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