Tamil Year 6 Unit of Work COVID - 19
	Unit Title: CORONA VIRRRRUSSSS!
	Unit concept: Pandemics
	Duration: 10 weeks 



	Unit overview

	In this unit, students will look deeply into the current pandemic: COVID-19. Students will look at the virus, the history, medical information and current events in Australia. Students will also closely analyse media and its influence on people. Students will complete fortnightly mini projects that will target current events about the pandemic.


	Outcomes
	Resources

	A student:
· LTA3-1C uses Tamil to interact with others to exchange information and opinions, and to participate in classroom activities
· LTA3-2C obtains and processes information in texts, using contextual and other clues
· LTA3-3C responds to texts using different formats
	Stimulus text


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment strategies 

	· learning the words related to COVID-19 in Tamil
· time connectives

	Introduce:
· on the board, display the words CORONA VIRUS - கொரோனா வைரஸ்
Lesson:
· as a class, develop an answer to what is a virus? 
Viruses are a type of germ. They're very tiny, and when they get inside your body, they can make you sick. Viruses cause colds, chicken pox, measles, flu, and many other diseases. Unfortunately, antibiotics don't work on viruses like they do on bacteria.(https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/word-virus.html)
· using the collective definition, students draft an independent definition of a virus in Tamil
· share the definition to the class
· this definition can be used: வைரஸ்கள் ஒரு வகை கிருமி. அவை மிகச் சிறியவை. அவை உங்கள் உடலுக்குள் வரும்போது, ​​உங்களை நோய்வாய்ப்படுத்தும். வைரஸ்கள் சளி, காய்ச்சல் மற்றும் பல நோய்களை ஏற்படுத்துகின்றன. மருந்துகள் வேலை செய்யாது.
· discuss the Coronavirus pandemic in Australia
· distribute post it notes to students and ask them to write down time connectives either in Tamil or English
அதைத் தொடர்ந்து
பிறகு
முன்
அதன் பின்னர்
அடுத்தது
நேற்று
கடந்த மாதம்
கடந்த வாரம்
விரைவில்
· develop a timeline on the whiteboard
· place the post it time connectives on the timeline in the appropriate points
· students can write a detailed recount of the events in relation to COVID-19 using the events and time connectives

	MINI RICH TASK: timeline of COVID-19 clip
	Introduce:
· plan and make creative representation of the COVID-19 timeline in Australia in Tamil
Lesson:
· using the timeline from the previous lesson
· this can be created independently or in pairs
· https://theowlteacher.com/10-different-timelines/ provides some creative ways to create a timeline

	
	Introduce:
· class to provide suggestions of different literacy activities they have completed in mainstream school including literacy grids, word searches, crosswords, jumbled letters
Lesson:
· groups students with differing abilities into groups of 3 or 4
· groups to create a learning resource for younger children
· https://www.suqld.org.au/blog/make-a-covid-19-time-capsule/ provides a wonderful sample of activities
· students can complete the literacy grid prior to completing the resource kit

	MINI RICH TASK: create a reading package for younger students
	Introduce:
· plan and create four learning resources for younger students around COVID-19
Lesson:
· students in pairs create a resource pack that can include the following:
word search
crosswords
jumbled letters
dominoes
card games

	· create a cartoon/comic that is suitable for children
	Introduce:
· discuss as a class, what features can be seen in cartoons/comic that is different to other texts
· https://www.princessinblack.com/download/pib-coronavirus.pdf
Lesson:
· students can refer to this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufOXBuGhVWg for suggestions on how to make a comic

	MINI RICH TASK: comic/cartoon about COVID-19
	Introduce:
· students to create a comic/cartoon about COVID-19
Lesson:
· students need to think about the characters, the plot, the techniques they will use (black and white, colour, onomatopoeia, how the panels will be set out)

	· creating a poster
· effectively using visual literacy skills
· learning the PIE method for author’s purpose
	Introduce:
· display to students the various posters used to persuade, explain or inform audiences
[image: ][image: ]
Lesson:
· looking at a variety of posters, students work in pairs to discuss the purpose of the poster and how it is achieved through backgrounds, colour, image position, text, layout
· ensure students understand that posters are creatively constructed to give meaning

	MINI RICH TASK: poster about COVID-19
	Introduce:
· students to create a visual representation to explain a certain concept related to COVID-19
Lesson:
· students in small groups of 3 or 4
· groups need to decide on the purpose of the visual representation (inform about hygiene practices, social distancing within shops, COVID-19 rules of restaurants, hand washing poster, humorous posters)
· students to create the poster
· share with the class the poster and explanation in Tamil

	· construct an email in Tamil to family overseas describing the COVID situation
· discuss the structure and language used in emails
	Introduce:
· many students may have never had the need to write an email in Tamil, so this lesson may be a first for many
· students will need devices if possible
· an effective way to learn how to address emails, is to use an English email as a base and work from it
[image: ]

	MINI RICH TASK: email to family member recounting COVID-19
	Introduce:
· students to create an email to a loved one describing their COVID-19 experiences
Lesson:
· students can work in pairs to construct the email
· if using a device, students may use google translate or Tamil keyboard to type the email

	· learning to write a procedure in Tamil
· using verbs correctly
· using time connectives
	Introduction:
· intrigue students’ interest about the survival kit for COVID-19 focusing on masks and hand sanitiser
· have a discussion with students as to why there is no Tamil word for mask and hand sanitiser (as it has become a new phenomenon with the current climate of the world)
Lesson:
· there are plenty of no-sew procedures that can be found on google
· teachers can request students to bring in old tshirts or cloth to make the mask and allow them plenty of time to experiment with different designs of masks
· this easy to follow recipe for hand sanitiser can be followed https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Hand-Sanitizer
· using the procedure, students to work through to locate verbs and translate into Tamil

	MINI RICH TASK: write a procedure in Tamil on how to make a mask/hand sanitiser for families
	Introduction:
· write a detailed procedure ‘How to make a face mask or home safe hand sanitiser’
Lesson:
· students to draft a procedure with materials, method and diagrams
· teacher to check through the procedure for grammar, spelling and punctuation
· students to publish the procedure
· remind students that it needs to be an easy to follow procedure as well as cheap as we will be needing plenty of masks in this current world












	Sample assessment activities

	Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· identify main ideas and specific information in texts
· demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in 
· structure texts appropriate to context and purpose
Students with prior learning and/or experience
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information and ideas
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to audience, context and purpose
Students with a background in 
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information, ideas and opinions
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to context, purpose and audience



	Reflection and evaluation

	At the conclusion of the unit, teachers should reflect on student learning and engagement in activities, and use this to inform planning for subsequent learning experiences. Teachers could consider assessment records and results and student feedback to help them ascertain the quality of teaching and learning experiences.			
· To what level did students achieve the learning outcomes?
· How effective were the activities in helping students to understand key concepts and achieve the learning outcomes? 
· Did teaching strategies and activities facilitate high levels of student engagement? Why/why not?
· How could the unit be improved to enhance student engagement and learning?
· Were students’ needs catered for?
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Face Mask Fun

Let’s make an easy reusable face mask.
[image: ]
Materials/Equipment:
· old tshirt/cloth
· kitchen towel
· elastic (2 X 20cm)
· needle
· thread[image: ]
· scissors
· ruler

Method:
1. Get the old tshirt/cloth and lay on a flat surface
2. Using your ruler, measure one rectangles 50cm x 15cm
3. Fold the rectangle in half (you will end up with a rectangle now 25cm x 15cm)[image: ]
4. Thread your needle
5. Sew along the side edge, opposite the folded edge
6. Make sure the stitch is tight
7. Cut elastic in half
8. Thread one elastic through one side
9. Tie a knot
10. Check it fits around your ear
11. Repeat on the other side
12. Try your mask on
13. Put the folded kitchen towel in between the two layers
Literacy Grid
Students can choose twenty words from the unit of work of COVID-19. This list can vary amongst the students to ensure that it is effectively differentiated to meet learning needs.
	
	I KNOW
	I UNDERSTAND
	I APPLY
	I ANALYSE
	I CREATE
	I EVALUATE

	VERBAL
when I read, write and speak
	Write the word for virus in Tamil ten times
	Choose five spelling words and write a sentence for each word
	
	
	Create a one minute speech about COVID-19 using as many of your spelling words
	

	MATHEMATICAL
I am logical and work well with numbers
	
	Using your spelling words, box each letter in each word
	
	
	
	

	VISUAL
visual learning
	Create a word search with your spelling words
	Choose five words and draw an illustration to explain it
	
	
	
	

	KINAESTHETIC
practical and physical
	
	
	
	
	Create a modified version of a PE game using your spelling words
	

	MUSICAL
learn through music
	Record yourself saying your spelling words
	Clap out the syllables in your spelling words (see if it matches the boxed letters)
	
	
	Create a song or rap about COVID-19 using your spelling words
	

	INTERPERSONAL
cooperative group work
	With a partner, spell each others’ word and see how you go
	
	
	
	With a partner, create a worksheet using your spelling words for another pair to complete
	

	INTRAPERSONAL
individual learning
	Write a reflection why you chose these words to be in your spelling list
	Complete LCWC using your spelling words
	
	
	
	


NOTE: TEACHER TO FILL OUT OTHER ACTIVITIES TO MATCH THE CLASS
எழுத்தாளரின் நோக்கம்
modified English version commonly taught in NSW schools
[image: ]நம்ப வை
Persuade 

தகவல்
Inform 

பொழுதுபோக்கு
Entertain 
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