Tamil Unit of Work - What’s the weather like today?
	Unit Title: What’s the weather like today?
	Unit concept: Weather
	Duration:     10 weeks 



	Unit overview

	In this unit, students will be looking at the concept of weather in Australia and Tamil speaking countries including Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia or Singapore. Students will be provided learning opportunities that include learning the seasons in Tamil, writing descriptions about the local weather, watching the weather report in Tamil and creating their very own weather report. This unit will also allow students to study Indigenous Australian concepts of weather and look at the similarities and differences. 


	Outcomes
	Resources

	A student:
· TA2-1C: interacts with others to share information and participate in classroom activities in Tamil. 
· LTA2-2C: locates and classifies information in texts.
· LTA2-3C: responds to texts in a variety of ways
· LTA2-4C: composes texts in Tamil using modelled language.
· LTA2-5U: recognises pronunciation and intonation patterns of Tamil.
· LTA2-6U: demonstrates an understanding of basic Tamil writing conventions.
· LTA2-7U: demonstrates understanding of elements of Tamil grammar in familiar language patterns.
· LTA2-8U: demonstrates an awareness of how familiar texts are structured.
· LTA2-9U: recognises how terms and expressions reflect aspects of culture.
	Youtube videos

Stop motion app on ipads or iphones

Craft materials

Outdoor learning space

New book called COOEE MITTAGAR: Darug Songlines (excellent picture book delving into the songlines/seasons on Darug country)
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	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment strategies 

	1. Days of the week
2. Months of the year
3. Learning to describe the weather
	Recap:
· go through the days of the week and months of the year (this should be completed regularly) through Youtube clips and charts during the lesson
· students can create a dice with the days of the week (resource attached)
· students can practice the days of the week using the dice

Lesson: 
· students the topic WEATHER
· what is the word for weather in Tamil - வானிலை
· brainstorm vocabulary related to weather and create a poster of words for reference
· words used to describe the weather (cold, warm, rainy/wet, dry)
· cold குளிர்
· sunny வெயில்
· windy காற்று
· rainbow வானவில்
· rainy மழை
· snowy பனி
· cloudy மேகமூட்டம்
· ask students to practise describing the weather using இன்று….....
· students to copy the weather words in their books (depending on ability either in Tamil or English) and draw a matching weather symbol that they may remember from the news or their own creativity
· explain to students that Indigenous Australians draw symbols to show weather too
· using the CRACKERJACK website show students that various Aboriginal symbols https://www.crackerjackeducation.com.au/teaching-with-aunty/weather-seasons-year-1/twa-weather-seasons-year-1-aboriginal-weather-seasons-indicator-map-ws1/
· students then complete the sheet and create their own symbols
· if able, draw symbols in sand,dirt or flour, similar to traditional ways of communicating

	1. Days of the week
2. Months of the year
3. Correct verbs to match the weather
	Recap:
· revise days of the week or months of the year playing bingo
· teacher runs the first game then students lead

Lesson:
· ask students what verbs are in Tamil (வினைச்சொற்கள்)
· students can do an action and the class has to say the matching verb in Tamil
· explain to students that different types of weather have matching verbs when writing sentences (rain pours: மழை பெய்கிறது, sun shining: வெயிலாக உள்ளது or வெயில் இருந்தது, wind blowing: காற்று வீசுகிறது)
· students practise saying these sentences with a partner
· இன்று என்ன வானிலை? (how is the weather today?)
· இன்று (today) weather followed by verb
· repeat this exercise a few times around the class
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· students can play the game: வானிலை எப்படி இருக்கிறது
How to play 
1. students can choose between these actions: மழை பெய்கிறது: arms over head like an umbrella, வெயில் இருந்தது: sun baking on the floor, காற்று வீசுகிறது: blowing motion with mouth
2. teacher spins the spinner and whichever weather it lands on, students holding that weather action are eliminated
3. repeat until there is one winner
4. repeat the game a few times to practice the language

	· Sentences to describe today, tomorrow and yesterday
	Recap:
· revise days of the week or months of the year playing bingo
· teacher runs the first game then students lead
· students can play the game: வானிலை எப்படி இருக்கிறது?

Lesson:
· ask students to revise the words for today, yesterday and tomorrow in Tamil
· students to look at this table
	Yesterday நேற்று
	Today இன்று
	Tomorrowநாளை

	Yesterday was sunny.
	Today is sunny.
	Tomorrow it will be sunny.

	நேற்று வெயில் இருந்தது.
	இன்று வெயில்.
	நாளை வெயில் இருக்கும்.

	Yesterday was rainy.
	Today is rainy.
	Tomorrow it will be rainy.

	நேற்று மழை பெய்தது.
	இன்று மழை.
	நாளை மழை பெய்யும்.

	Yesterday was windy.
	Today is windy.
	Tomorrow it will be windy.

	நேற்று காற்று வீசியது.
	இன்று காற்று வீசுகிறது.
	நாளை காற்று வீசும்.



· as a whole class, students to look at the differences in English with sentence structure and discuss how this applies for Tamil (there is no specific word for is or was in Tamil)
· prompt students in small groups to look at the ending of the words in Tamil, missing words when English is translated in Tamil
· students copy this table in their book for reference
[image: ]
DIFFERENTIATION:
Support: students can copy one row only and apply their learning to another sentence
Extension: students to add more rows and complete sentence study on different weather

	· Seasons in Tamil 
· பருவங்கள்
	Recap:
· students can practice the months of the year
· play bingo using the months of the year
Lesson:
· ask students to recap the seasons in Australia?
· are there any extra seasons besides the four in Australia? (raining or monsoon)
· explain to students this is similar to Indigenous Australians weather charts https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vQVjCdq-2I
· this is an open discussion about farming life back in India or Srilanka or share stories children may have heard about families depending on nature to show them weather
· students can watch this clip on seasons in Tamil https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8A-E6zXkjvA&t=46s
· discuss the seasons and practice saying them as a class
· play some vocabulary development games to practice the names of the seasons
· students complete the matching activity activity
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· Practise saying what your favourite season is எனக்கு பிடித்த பருவம் ____ ஏனெனில் ________
· students who finish early can write sentences using the months and seasons

	
	

	· Creating a weather wheel
	Recap:
· students go through the seasons in Tamil from the last lesson through a vocabulary game
· please refer to the document for vocabulary game suggestions

Lesson:
· using post its, write each month in either Tamil or English or Tanglish, depending on the language ability of the class
· around the room, display the seasons poster that would be in Tamil and Tanglish (English is not needed as the poster will have an image to assist them)
· distribute the post its to the students and have them categorise the months into the seasons
· go through the months to ensure they are correct
· EXTENSION: you can include the extra seasons that might happen and open the discussion to which months fit into those seasons (wonderful opportunity to look at the Indigenous weather wheels)
· this child friendly link will assist in the understanding of Indigenous weather wheels through an interactive wheel  https://www.crackerjackeducation.com.au/resources/torres-strait-islands-weather-seasons-wheel/
1. students can create a seasons wheel in Tamil using the Tamil names of months, seasons and aim to draw pictures that are related to Tamil culture during those seasons (using festivals)
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	· Seasons in Tamil
· Clothing 
	Recap:
· students can practice the months of the year
· play bingo using the months of the year
· Practise saying what your favourite season is எனக்கு பிடித்த பருவம் ____ ஏனெனில் ________

Lesson:
· copy the board into a grid: cold and warm/hot and ask students to recall the Tamil words for cold (winter) and warm/hot (summer)
· ask students to think about the clothes that we wear in those places during those different weathers and write it in the grid
	Clothing Table
	Cold (Winter)
	Hot (Summer)

	Australia
	· jumpers
· pants

	· shorts
· tees
· hat

	Sri Lanka/India
	
	· hat



· discuss with students if there are Tamil names for these pieces of clothing. Why/Why not? (due to countries being colonised and many of the clothes originally came from countries that didn't speak Tamil)
· students create a piece of clothing to wear during a season of their choice that incorporates inspiration from Tamil (google has various images)

	· writing a descriptive paragraph in relation to a season
	Recap:
· through a variety of rotational activities, students to revise days, months, weather words, seasons, verbs related to seasons
Lesson:
· this lesson primarily focuses on students’ development of writing
	High Teacher Assistance Required (no to little Tamil knowledge)
	Year 3 Level of Tamil Knowledge
	Extension Required for Students (beyond Year 3 level of Tamil Knowledge)

	· students write their paragraph in English
· leaving a line between lines
· using google translate, students can translate selected words
· student then practice saying and writing these selected words
	· students write their paragraph in Tamil using learning materials (dictionaries, google translate) to assist them
· if it is beneficial, students can write their paragraph in English to cross check that their ideas have come through in Tamil
	· once students have written a paragraph and its marked with the teacher students may create a weather book for a younger grade
· students need to ensure that it makes sense and is written in Tanglish with appropriate illustrations




	· Using ICT to incorporate creative arts
	Introduce
· students to watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikei8HLjEJ8&t=66s
· demonstrate how to use the stop motion app to students
· in small groups, students pick one season and create a stop motion
- must include a Tamil word
- must have lots of colour and be appealing
- the stop motion can be a transition between the weathers
- it can show the weather moving through Australia or NSW or comparing countries
· students can create a script to read over their stop motion
· this can be similar to a weather report
Today it’s raining. The temperature is between 15 and 20. Make sure to take your umbrella with you. It should be better tomorrow.
இன்று மழை பெய்து. வெப்பநிலை 15. உங்கள் குடையை எடுத்துக் கொள்ளுங்கள். நாளை சிறப்பாக இருக்க வேண்டும்



 Extra activities:
https://www.kidsyogastories.com/weather-activities-for-kids-yoga/ - weather themed yoga
Temperature and looking at numbers





	Sample assessment activities

	Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· identify main ideas and specific information in texts
· demonstrate control of a range of language structures and vocabulary in 
· structure texts appropriate to context and purpose
Students with prior learning and/or experience
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information and ideas
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to audience, context and purpose
Students with a background in 
Outcomes assessed: 
Criteria for assessment:
· relevance of information, ideas and opinions
· accuracy and range of language structures and vocabulary
· writing text appropriate to context, purpose and audience



	Reflection and evaluation

	At the conclusion of the unit, teachers should reflect on student learning and engagement in activities, and use this to inform planning for subsequent learning experiences. Teachers could consider assessment records and results and student feedback to help them ascertain the quality of teaching and learning experiences.			
· To what level did students achieve the learning outcomes?
· How effective were the activities in helping students to understand key concepts and achieve the learning outcomes? 
· Did teaching strategies and activities facilitate high levels of student engagement? Why/why not?
· How could the unit be improved to enhance student engagement and learning?
· Were students’ needs catered for?
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