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Victor Petersen’s games
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Chinese Character Game

Game Posters
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Learn 400 essential
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F 4003 5N F

Chinese
Number

Chinese Number Chess S

b E ] s
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Victor Petersen’s textbooks
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FOR CHILDREN 5-12

Dada Chinese 1-6 Ct)ﬁiﬁje(?é
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Learn Chinese with Dada
5-12 yo

Learn Chinese with
Dada and Wangwang _&
the dog
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Learn Chinese with Dada and his friends.

Ease into Chinese
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Learn Chinese through cartoons
18+ yo

simple Mandarin for adults

Learn Chinese with
cartoon stories
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Victor Petersen’s cultural books
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Jing Ke

Jing Ke vs The Emperor The Empe((
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A play for children to learn Chinese
8-14 yo

T
g
Wi B

e
e Ty s TE P
- e .
| e
a BT T
T2 b .
L s b g g

W “uu-m__'

A play with just 75 AR CEE
new words e o e

754 1R 9 R B R s

@ Lo AN

ses oS

A o e governmt W L CHAR”Custo,,.S

The Analects or ¢ Lun u e o 15300 e 12 Mg

Sayings of Confucius y 1 norms 0 €nfores corily. )

. ! PO s -
Analysis a0 s :

Victor Petersen someth?
ninoritys 1O

Lunyu Analysis

cee nohing
st quse in 8 54

sisAjeuy nAuan y
g
%

ety at the

SA ST S e e R Tl
IE LI i oA ER : ] [T R

hing to do beC

&

Confucius explained
16+ yo
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Introduction to Victor Petersen

| make products to help people learn Chinese language and culture

B R BB AN ZES FEES MR ™ m

| am a product of the Australian education system

HECREMNABTERNTm

- | studied Chinese, Japanese and Indonesian at high school and university

-BESFMNAEFITHX, BENNEEAILE

- | studied Chinese in China on an Australian Government teaching scholarship
- RERBENBRERZEEREFIPX

- My products have an Australian student perspective

- RO mMENEENAALAR



Introduction to Victor Petersen

My interests

T HY S

- Raising the importance of second language learning

-REEHSNEZEBSFIEEMRIAR

- Getting more people speaking Chinese

- UEZHIARURFX

- Normalizing China in the eyes of the rest of the world

i EE R A ERR R E R

Everyone can learn Chinese, they just need to love learning it

REZFHX , #EHEFLHPX



Why make Chinese interesting?

Chinese learning is competing for student’s time and attention with other activities

P EESHMEGETFENREFMKE

- After school Chinese is in competition with soccer etc

RS S R RERHER

Language learning works best when it matches the teaching of other subjects

X EIESHMMENBFHCENBURKRY

- Other subjects in Australia try to be interesting

- HitZ R RR A ARERIMNE B

Not every person of Chinese descent has strong background language skills

- TRENMMEFEEBREMN B XEEE

- Making language learning interesting builds the foundation for future learning

- R XEIEBEHRAERNET T FEM



1. Interest

Interested Bored

EEF  RERD
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The eyes are the gateway to the mind

Interesting = easy to learn and remember
Boring = hard to learn, easy to forget



2. Build the foundation, don’t go too fast

Be like mathematics

B =

World’s hardest subject

HERER ESENRE

Everyone learns it
BENMAEEST

Teach in order, don'’t go too fast, practice, practice, practice

BRIRFH , FTEKRR , &3, &3, BEKY

1,2, 3,45 5, 6! 778!9, O, +,-5 x, +’=



2. Build the foundation, don’t go too fast

For Chinese, building the foundation means
NFhRXEY , FTHFEMEKRE

Help students love the language, love learning language

BYBFERZRX , ARFIES

Build confidence

IS O

Go slow, focus on understanding how the language works and on students loving to learn it

BiER , TETERPNNSEREBURMALZEERFEF N

Teach more grammar (how to use the language), less vocabulary (expansion)

E%ln = ( ZZM_HEFﬁln = ) , B /Da)jc ( ?J\_E )

Teach in order, don’t go too fast, practice, practice, practice

BRIRFE , FERR , 43, 43, B&Y



3. More grammar, less vocabulary

Don’t fear students learn slowly, fear they stop learning
HELERAREE  FEXT A RAE

- Teach less vocabulary (new vocabulary opens a new area of language with new
grammatical issues)

- BRI E (S FFFRVE S I |, TRV BEARA )

- Teach more grammar = understand how to use the language = confidence

- HEZEE = TROAERES = B0

With understanding of how to use the language and confidence, it is easy to learn new words
ESTUAFERAESHEEEONE , ZIFMLARES



3. More grammar, less vocabulary

There is a cost in learning too many words

FIRZREERRME

- You forget vocabulary that you do not use
- ANEANFALSHES

- If you try to remember a word that you rarely use, your brain has to work on that when it
could be learning something else

- MR ISEAL R ATFREPLE |, fREYKINZA A AR S HAtRY R T

- If you talk about too many topics, worry about mistakes = lose confidence

_EEAS , $ELELHE=kEEL

Primary school: focus on building the foundation for future language learning

PEHER  RIETARKRNESTFZI T HFEM

- Interest > skills

- il>HrBe



Balance different parts of language learning

- Balanced teaching of all areas of the language

- BEES BTN EHEHE

- Move from one area of the language to the next with short activities for each
- B EENEIN—MESIEERE S -1

- Vary the activities, avoid staying in one activity too long. Pace well

- BUED  BRE-IBURHHITAR , EREET S

Vocabulary #1 Pronunciation X
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Grammar
1Ex

#2 Grammar &£

#3 Vocabulary 175C
Pronunciation

RE

#4 Reading 51

#5 Characters iR

#6 Culture X4t

Reading Characters
[52] 152 RF




4. Practice = games and activities

Do everything we can to get students using and thinking in Chinese
REUFEFERANEIRMEE

Make Chinese interesting

Lt NEREB

Keep using the same language in different ways = practice, practice, practice

AR A AREEAERNIES =43, %3, B&Y



Example from Dada Chinese textbook {AXKXHIZ) J 4l

EFNF
2. ¥5

Hanzi )

p— e 2two :—:_:,::::_J

O AR EN

1. B F

3. Bigidlz

'Two' in Chinese is 'ér'. It is written: =. '=' looks like two sticks. It is two
> straight lines, one above the other.

\\~—>-:._._">

'Z" looks like two sticks.

© FAEMEESIE T

Hanzi_writing_exercise

4. MBtiEZ

We write it as two straight
lines.

Using a pencil or pen, first trace over the red hanzi below and then write it in

1 JIli
% I_I lll)\ﬁﬁ jj_ |-|‘:|__| the blank squares according to the stroke diagram.

—_—

24 Chapter 2

Dada Chinese Book 1 RRPXE—R
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Honzi_reading exercise
Read the following passage out loud.

—0

_ 1. B BEF, TAERFEABE,
) k24 31833 Z|‘§|J“_”'A"H'JL , er’,

£ I R1E100% X FIRX
4/

Hanzi_achivity
Write — on the back of your left hand and = on the back of your right hand.

Put your hands flat on the desk palm down. Each time you say —, hit the
table with your left hand. Each time you say =, hit the table with your right

2. EEFMEY 2, usFE,
FMREEEZERFENT , FTEHNE ,
FErEEEERAT,
i%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ #100%5ESEF
EEPALES

Try saying these:
Ty Ty —s —s T o ’
= = . =4

—_ — —o

RKRHFXE—HK  Dada Chinese Book 1 Chapter 2 25
kitablo.com
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Example from Dada Chinese textbook {AXKXHIZ) J 4l

@ Explain a new character in many ways © Practice reading
This is the most important part for the character = because depending
1. Standardised character 2. Handwritten on background, when students see the character, some will think “two”,
some with think “ehr” (instead of correct pronunciation like “ar”), and
% those from a Cantonese background might think “yee”
Hanzi 4 Honzi_reading exercise
Read the following passage out loud.
»: éer 2, two :—_,"_Z,::::_J -
3. Theory of the character R 1. Simple reading aloud. No tricks,
> ;:’;?g;ri?liﬁ::;?iii Ebfvr; tIr:Fjsc)twh‘r;trt.en: —.'Z"looks like two sticks. It is two o get Stl.'ldentS Used tO_SayIng er
— T T each time they see =
4. Visual mnemonic =, =. =. = 4./ Get students used to reading
== — .
\\ — . text with 100% X
> f—— o —— [

—_ — o

We write it as two straight
lines.

9 Va riety Of i nfo On hOW to Write the Cha raCter Write — on the back of your left hand and = on the back of your right hand.

| Hh | Put your hands flat on the desk palm down. Each time you say —, hit the
HOKV\Zl erﬁlﬂ@ OXerciso table with your left hand. Each time you say =, hit the table with your right

hand.

'Z" looks like two sticks.

Hanzi_achivity

1. Stroke order and Using a pencil or pen, first trace over the red hanzi below and then write it in

) ] the blank squares according to the stroke diagram. Try saying these: 2. Hard practice. Use hands while
stroke direction . .
e reading. Now have to think about
— _ = = = -, what you see, what you say and
2. Tracing > - - _ = 4./ what your hands do.
o It is a fun exercise but also 100%
3. Freehand > T about improving reading skills
24 Chapter 2 Dada Chinese Book 1 RRPXE—R RKRHFXE—HK  Dada Chinese Book 1 Chapter 2 25
kitablo.com kitablo.com

Same info, different activities = practice, practice, practice. Fun, not boring
Learn in depth = building a strong foundation
Fix gaps in language skills early is much better than randomly correcting the student later



Types of activities

- Use active activities to excite the class
- £ AR R AR B RIBUR >4
- Use quiet activities to take back control
- EARBENEIREHRE
- Vary between active and quiet
- RN R 5 Z A1 R
An example of class rhythm AE —T RN T E R
Start class listening to teacher 748 LR : AT E M

Whole class

Excite class in middle
of lesson

R AVEERRYIES)
R S

Small groups

2 people

1 person

End class on a quiet activity 1R 2 : AR E34E

Quiet Active




Types of activities

Whole class

Small groups

2 people

1 person

Listen to teacher, read aloud

Make lists, count things

Work out answers together

Write answers

Bingo, Simon says

Small competitions, games of luck

2 player games

Calligraphy

Quiet

Active



Change the number of people in activities

Change an activity from 1 person to 2 people:

M1 NEER 2 A

- Instead of having a student tell your their opinion or situation, have students talk

to each other first and have them tell you the other person’s opinion or situation.
-URNZELXBEERR , ARRAREFRE —FENER , MARULEFEEEMOR
LR

Eg. RREMLEA ? - tBREWLEAN ?



Change the number of people in activities

Change an activity from 1 person to small groups:

M1 ANEER/NA

- Have someone collate data from the group and present it to the class.

- UREABRBNMNBEARTEEE
Eg. fRJLS ? - RIINFZH—HEZD ?



Change the number of people in activities

Change an activity from class to small groups:

MEITEE R /NA

- Have groups chose a representative to compete against other groups.

- RPN HEL -BRREHMNAZS
Eg. MAESEOSRK KSR/ NARKLELER



Conclusion

The aim of language teaching in primary school is to build a strong foundation

NEEHFR AR T Bt

A strong foundation = understand + confidence + love

E;’—E’JERH HEE+BE+RE

Practice, practice, practice

53, &3, BHY

Activities and games = interesting practice

i Bl M3 = “ﬁ_#_H’JﬁFT

Interest = Iearn fast + remember
NB=FBR+IZEE

Learn fast + remember = understand + confidence + love
FER+ICEE=-EH+ B + BT



Conclusion

Interest builds the foundation of Chinese learning

N RN F S Ry E A

Games and activities are not a waste of time but a powerful tool to help young students learn
and remember

E MR T RRFERE , MEAZFMNFEIMICIZHEKRTIR



