टिडलिक मेंढक -- रेखा राजवंशी 
 सृष्टि के प्रारंभ में एक मेंढक था जिसका नाम टिडलिक था।
टिडलिक न्यू साउथ वेल्स के दक्षिणी हिस्से में रहता था। वह और सब मेंढकों से बड़ा था।
एक दिन सुबह जब वह सोकर उठा तो उसे बहुत प्यास लगी थी और वह पास की नदी से पानी पीने लगा। जब उसकी प्यास नहीं बुझी तो वह आस-पास के सभी सोतों, नदियों और नहरों का पानी पी गया। उसका शरीर बुरी तरह फूल गया। 
 पानी न मिलने से जंगल के सभी जानवर मरने लगे। वो दिन दूर नहीं था कि सभी जानवर मर जाते। 
उन्होंने एक सभा की जिसमे सबने अपने अपने सुझाव रखे। 
चतुर उल्लू ने सुझाव दिया की क्यों न मेंढक को हंसाया जाए क्योंकि जब मेंढक हंसेगा तो उसके मुंह से सारा पानी बाहर आ जाएगा। हमारे लिए काफी पानी होगा।
सारे जानवर टिडलिक के पास इकट्ठे हो गए। एक-एक कर सबने उसे हंसाने की कोशिश की। 
वे सब टिडलिक के सामने नाचे, तरह-तरह की कोशिशें कीं, पर टिडलिक नहीं हंसा।
गूगू गागा नाम के कुकबारा ने उसे मज़ेदार कहानियां भी सुनाईं पर टिडलिक गंभीर और चुप रहा। वो बिलकुल भी नहीं हंसा। 
सभी जानवर चिंतित हो गए कि वे टिडलिक को कभी हंसा नहीं पाएंगे।
अचानक एक ईल वहां आ गई और टिडलिक के चारों तरफ नाच करने लगी। उसने तरह-तरह की मुद्राएं बनाईं, कभी टेड़े-मेड़े होकर, कभी उलटे होकर उसने नाच किया।
अंत में उसने तेजी से गोल-२ घूमते हुए नाच किया, ये देखकर टिडलिक के मुह पर मुस्कान आ गई। ईल ने नाचना बंद नहीं किया। रोकते -२ भी वो हंस पड़ा और उसके हँसते ही सारा पानी बाहर आ गया। टिडलिक हँसता गया और पानी बाहर आता गया। 
पानी बहुत तेज गति से बाहर आया जिससे नदी, तालाब और नहर फिर से भर गए।   इससे वहां पर रहने वाले जानवर और लोगों को खाने-पीने और रहने के स्थान की कमी नहीं रही और धरती हरी-भरी स्वर्ग जैसी बन गई।
अनुवाद सर्वाधिकार सुरक्षित - रेखा राजवंशी 
Long ago in the Dreamtime, Tiddalik, the largest frog ever known, awoke one morning with a huge thirst. He started to drink and drank until there was no fresh water left in the world. Soon creatures everywhere were dying and trees were wilting because of the lack of moisture.
All the animals pondered about their terrible plight until a wise old wombat suggested that if Tiddalik could be made to laugh then maybe all the water would flow out of his mouth. This was a good idea the animals agreed.
The animals gathered by Tiddalik's resting place and tried for a long time to make him laugh, but it was in vain. The kookaburra told his funniest story, the kangaroo jumped over the emu and the lizard waddled up and down on two legs making his stomach stick out but Tiddalik was not amused.
Then when the animals were in despair, Nabunum the eel who was driven from his favourite creek by the drought slid up to the unresponsive frog and began to dance. As the dance got faster Nabunum wriggled and twisted himself into all sorts of knots and shapes to the amusement of Tiddalik. Tiddalik's eyes lit up and burst out laughing. As he laughed the water gushed out from his mouth and flowed away to replenish the lakes, swamps and rivers again.
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