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New Modern Languages K-10 Syllabus

* Implementation of the Modern Languages K—=10 Syllabus is optional in
Kindergarten to Year 6.

* Mandatory study of 100 hours in one language is completed in Years 7-10
but preferably in Years 7-8, over one continuous 12-month period.
However, students may commence their study of a language at any point
along the K=10 continuum.

* This year will be used to prepare for the implementation next year
including familiarisation with the new document and development of units
of teaching and learning and teaching resources

* A good understanding of the change and clear conception of curriculum
are necessary conditions for smooth translation of a new curriculum into
practice.



In 2023, teachers engage with the syllabus, and plan and prepare for implementation of
the curriculum.

In 2024, implementation commences in schools, with:
o K6
o /-10 mandatory 100 hour courses

o new 100 and 200 hour elective courses.

Classes which commence a 100 hour or 200 hour elective course in 2023 should
continue to use the existing language-specific syllabus until the end of 2024.
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Organisation of Modern Languages K-10

The diagram (Figure 1) is an overview of the Modern Languages K-10 Syllabus. It shows that:

¢ communication is the central goal in language learning
e the 3 focus areas are interacting, understanding texts and creating texts

« knowledge of language systems is applied in all focus areas and is an essential part of
communication

¢ intercultural capability is the capacity to exchange, understand and create meaning between
people and across languages and cultures and is developed in all focus areas.

@ Modern Languages
K-10

Communication

Interacting Understanding texts Creating texts

Applying knowledge of language systems

Developing intercultural capability
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Understanding Texts
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Creating Texts

* Creating a text is the process of producing spoken, written and multimodal
texts in the target language to communicate a message and express ideas.

* Creating a text is an opportunity for students to communicate meaning.
Language used is according to context, purpose and audience, as explained
by the following:

context »2&) (3w — this may be real or imaginary, and may include aspects
such as where, when or who

Purpose 4\ill— 3 reason for creating the text
audience _s¢2>— the person or people at whom the text is directed.
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Syllabus framework

The Modern Languages K-10 Syllabus is organised as a framework that can be used to teach any
modern language in New South Wales. A modern language refers to any language that is currently in
use. There are separate syllabuses for Aboriginal Languages, Auslan and Classical Languages.

Macro skills

There are 4 macro skills, also known as language modes: listening, speaking, reading and writing.
They are related to focus areas as shown in the table below.

Focus Area Macro skills

Listening Speaking Reading Writing
Interacting . .
Understanding texts* . . . .
Creating texts . .

*The response to texts can be in the target language or English.
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Representation of language systems and culture

The syllabus content is organised to show that knowledge of language systems and culture is

required to communicate across all 3 focus areas as shown in the table below.

Focus Area Language Culture
systems

Sound Viocabulary Grammatical Writing

system system system*
Interacting ) . . o
Understanding . . . . .
texts
Creating texts . . . . .

* |t is the intention of the syllabus that spoken interactions are prioritised; however, written
interactions can occur where appropriate.
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Learner proficiency

Students come to the learning of languages with diverse linguistic and cultural profiles. This may
include a heritage in a particular language and/or a range of prior language experiences, either in the
target language or another language.

Proficiency levels recognise what the student can do in the target language. Examples have been
provided for each stage to support students learning the language at Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced levels, where relevant.
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Some differences between the current and the new
reformed syllabuses are:

CURRENT NEW
* Language specific syllabus (Arabic) 168 pages

It is a framework (38 pages)

* Organisation of content two strands Organisation: Three new focus areas-

(Communicating and understanding) Interacting, Understanding texts,
objectives: Interacting, accessing and Creating texts

responding and composing, Systems of
languages and the role of language and
culture)

Interacting (spoken interactions are
prioritised)

. Nine outcomes Three outcomes

Proficiency levels (Beginner,

* Learner levels: -Learning Arabic as a second _ ,
intermediate and advanced)

or additional language
-With prior learning and/or experience

-With a background of the language



K-10 | Modern Languages K-10 Syllabus

Download view ¥

Implementation from 2024

Courseoverview  Rationale  Aim Outcomes  Content  Assessment  Glossary  Teaching and learning support
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Modern Languages K-10 syllabus

https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/syllabuses/modern-languages-k-10-2022



https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/syllabuses/modern-languages-k-10-2022
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/syllabuses/modern-languages-k-10-2022

New Modern Languages K-10 digital syllabus

This year, we are going to familiarise ourselves with
the site and how to navigate different sections of the
syllabus. We are going to visit the website and explore
the different tabs at the top of the website page.
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Support materials/resources for teachers to help them
implement the new syllabus

* Resources- Sample scope and sequence

* Teachers are encouraged to adapt these to their context and to
ensure that all outcomes are assessed

* Planning, programming and assessing languages K-6 (nsw.gov.au)
* Syllabus Support and Teaching advice Developed by NESA (French)
* For a copy of the presentation with the PowerPoint please visit
Open Language Portal https://openlanguage.org.au
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