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Unit of Work Planning proforma 

1. Brief description of the group of students: In my Year 4 Tamil class, there are 18 students ranging from 9-11 years of age. All of my students are 

either Australian-born or migrated to Australia at a very young age, and have beginner to intermediate proficiency in Tamil. 13 students have been 

attending Tamil school since Kindergarten, however 11 students have missed at least one term of Tamil school this year due to OC exam 

preparation. Their main motivation to come to Tamil school is to interact with their friends.  

 

2. LANGUAGE  

Tamil 

3. STAGE/YEAR  
Stage 2 / Year 4 

4. Topic / Title  
My Culture 

5. DURATION (Number and duration of 
lessons) 

● 8 lessons 
● Each lesson is 2 hours 30 minutes 

long, split into two 1-hour periods 
with a 30-minute interval for assembly 
and break time.  

6. Aim of this Unit 

At the end of this Unit students will be able to:  
● Identify and describe aspects of Tamil culture, specifically 

Tamil food, clothing, arts and festivals 
● Explain their preferences on aspects of Tamil culture 

related to food, clothing, art forms and festivals.  
 

 

7. End task 

Students will demonstrate achievement of this aim by: 
● Conducting an interview in pairs on their favourite aspects of Tamil culture.  
● Students will report on their peers to the class through a short oral presentation in 

Tamil, including information on: 
o One Tamil food their partner likes and dislikes with reasons, and a 

description of the taste of each food  
o The colour of their partner’s favourite item of Tamil clothing and where 

they wear it 
o What Tamil arts their partner learns/would like to learn with justification   
o Their partner’s favourite Tamil festival and how they celebrate it. 

● At the end of the presentation students will be asked 2-3 questions by their peers. 
Peers will also be assessed on their ability to ask questions to presenters.  

● Audience: classmates will be the audience of the presentation. 



● Purpose: to build connections with peers through learning about their preferences 
in Tamil culture. Students will also be able to develop their communication and 
presentation skills through this task.   

8. Targeted Syllabus Outcomes  

ML2-INT-01 exchanges information in familiar contexts by selecting 
culturally appropriate modelled language 

9. Success criteria  

Students will be able to: 
● Verbally express likes and dislikes about aspects of Tamil culture related to food, 

clothing, art forms and festivals 
● Ask questions to determine other’s preferences on aspects of Tamil culture  
● Deliver an oral presentation in Tamil articulating their partner’s preferences on 

aspects of Tamil culture  
● Use key vocabulary learnt during the unit of work appropriately in the 

presentation, with correct pronunciation  
● Successfully respond in Tamil to peers’ questions after the presentation  

 

10. Prior learning (revision) 

This unit builds on:  
● Tamil food e.g. ச ோறு, ச ோச , இட்லி, பூரி, அப்பம், புட்டு, 

இடியப்பம் 
● Tamil traditional clothing e.g. புடசை,  சைட்டி,  ோல்சை, 

போைோசட  ட்சட 
● Tamil art forms e.g. பர நோட்டியம், கர்நோடக  ங்கீ ம், 

வீசை, மிரு ங்கம் 
● Tamil festivals e.g. ச ப்பபோங்கல்,  மிழ்ப் புத் ோண்டு, 

தீபோைளி  
 
Students would have a basic understanding or familiarity with the 
above concepts through prior learning and their personal cultural 
experiences. 
Students would also benefit from prior experience with: 

● Adjectives e.g. colours, tastes 
● Qualifiers to describe degree of like or dislike e.g. மிகவும், 

பகோஞ் ம் 

11. Suggested vocabulary 

● கலோ ோரம் - culture 
● போரம்பரியம் - tradition  

● உைவு - food 
● சிற்றுண்டி - snack 
● பலகோரம் - dish 
● அறுசுசை (இனிப்பு, புளிப்பு, கோர்ப்பு, உைர்ப்பு, துைர்ப்பு, க ப்பு) - six tastes  

● ஆசட - clothing 
● கசல - art 

● பண்டிசக - festival 
● முத் மிழ் (இயல், இச , நோடகம்) - the trinity of Tamil literature 
● இச க்கருவி - musical instrument 



12. Key sentence structures  

● ‘What is your favourite…?’ 
○ உங்களுக்கு பிடித்  … எது? 

● ‘What … do you dislike?’ 
○ உங்களுக்கு பிடிக்கோ  … எது? 

● ‘I like …’  
○ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கும் 

● ‘I don’t like …’ 
○ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கோது 

 

13. Resources  

● Reading textbook 
● PowerPoint slides with images  
● Worksheets 
● Taste matching game materials  
● YouTube videos 
● Mini task booklet 
● Mini whiteboards 

 

  



14. Sequence of language teaching / learning activities (including differentiation) 15. Resources  



Lesson 1: Introduction + Tamil Food Part 1 
Purpose: to introduce the unit of work and end task to students, revise and introduce Tamil foods, and explain the two 
categories of food as described in the textbook 
 

Activities: 
Introduction  

● Introduce the unit of work to students 
○ Ask students if they know the Tamil words for culture and tradition; introduce and explain them 

■ கலோ ோரம் - culture 
■ போரம்பரியம் - tradition  

○ Explain why students will be learning about Tamil culture through class discussion 
■ Ask students why they need to learn about Tamil culture 
■ Summarise and fill in any gaps 

○ Outline the topics to be covered (Tamil food, clothing, art forms and festivals) 
● Introduce end task to students 

○ Briefly outline that students will work in pairs to interview each other on their favourite aspects of Tamil 
culture, and present their findings through a short oral presentation in Tamil.  

○ Emphasise that students will be working with a friend and that it will be done during class time to 
motivate students 

 
Food Name Game Introduction  

● Ask students to stand in a circle. Students go around naming one food in Tamil, without repeating a previously 
mentioned answer. If they repeat an answer or can’t think of one they sit down, till the last student is standing 
(reward winner with a Teacher’s award) 

 
Reading textbook - Chapter 8 page 23 

● Introduce text “Today we will be reading about what Maragatha Maami has cooked for Vaani, Kannan and Kala” 
 
 

● Chapter 8 page 22 revision question prompts: 
○ Who are Maragatha Maami and Sugumar Maama? 
○ Where do they live? 
○ Where did Vaani, Kannan and Kala go in Chapter 8? 

● Reading textbook - 
Chapter 8 page 23 

● Mini whiteboards 
● Traditional Tamil Foods 

PowerPoint 
● Snack or Dish 

Worksheet 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1R1X-BaY5la7AFWZKMmc5_VyU0WQCYkDG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1R1X-BaY5la7AFWZKMmc5_VyU0WQCYkDG
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1l5HyiqPzAHABNczvKT5_SaSnwWTcY52TkNlUi5KDQbc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1l5HyiqPzAHABNczvKT5_SaSnwWTcY52TkNlUi5KDQbc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1eGPYtV8qthrAZ3E9r1T2qy_GW75kSQcNo4dhCmDn_6k/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1eGPYtV8qthrAZ3E9r1T2qy_GW75kSQcNo4dhCmDn_6k/edit


○ What did they learn about? 
● Introduce new vocabulary from text 

■ சிற்றுண்டி - snack 

■ பலகோரம் - dish 
■  யோரித் ோர் - prepare 
■ ைடிைம் - shape 

■ சுசை - taste 

● Practice shared reading, focussing on reading for meaning and enjoyment 
● Check students’ understanding through discussion of text  

○ Question prompts: 
■ Who made the food? 
■ What is the difference between பகோழுக்கட்சட and ச ோ கம்? 
■ What are examples of சிற்றுண்டி? 
■ What are examples of பலகோரம்? 

■ What is Ramanan’s favourite food? 
■ Differentiation: Why did Vaani laugh at Kannan? (intermediate question) 

● Guided reading of text  
○ Read and ask students to repeat after 

■ Beginner students should focus on phonics and pronunciation when reading 
■ Intermediate students should focus on pronunciation and vocabulary  

○ Afterwards, ask students to individually read particular sentences in text based on their ability 
■ Correct pronunciation where required   

 

Activities based on Reading textbook - Chapter 8 page 23 

● Using mini whiteboards, ask students to write down as many foods as they can remember mentioned in the chapter in 2 
minutes. Afterwards ask students to swap their whiteboards in table groups and go around the classroom asking each 
student to name a food.  

○ Teacher will write the list on the board and students can check each other’s spelling.  
 

● Revise list of foods from textbook using the Traditional Tamil Foods PowerPoint 
○ Ask students to state whether they have eaten the foods before, whether they like them or not 
○ Differentiation: Additional flashcards with foods not mentioned in the chapter for Intermediate students  

● Ask students to categorise the foods from the textbook as ‘சிற்றுண்டி’ or ‘பலகோரம்’ using the Snack or Dish 

Worksheet 



○ Differentiation: Students who finish early can complete the extension activity, by categorising the foods by like 
and dislike  

 
Conclusion: Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on lesson content 
● Use a mixture of simple questions e.g. How do you say culture in Tamil? Is அப்பம்  ‘சிற்றுண்டி’ or ‘பலகோரம்’?, and 

complex questions e.g. Name two சிற்றுண்டி? What food does Kannan not like? 
● Differentiation: Ask intermediate students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 
● Informally assess where students need more revision and plan to revise next lesson  

● Reward winners with Teacher’s awards 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What did you enjoy? 

○ What was challenging? 

○ What do you need more help with?  
 

 



Lesson 2: Tamil Food Part 2  
Purpose: to introduce the six tastes of Tamil food and identify the tastes of different Tamil foods  

 
Activities: 
Class revision of Tamil Food 

● Ask students to sit in a circle and say one thing they remember from last lesson 

○ Prompt with questions if stuck 
● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz 

 
Reading textbook - Chapter 8 page 23 

● Ask students to recount the story 
● Split class into reading ability groups (beginner/intermediate).  

Differentiation:  

● Beginner: Guided reading of text  
○ Read and ask students to repeat after 

■ Beginner students should focus on phonics and pronunciation when reading 

○ Afterwards, ask students to individually read particular sentences in text based on their ability 
■ Correct pronunciation where required   

● Intermediate: Group reading of text  
○ Ask students to read together, assisting where required 
○ Intermediate students should focus on pronunciation and intonation 
○ If students finish early they can read to each other and provide feedback to each other 

 
Introduce the Six Tastes 

● Ask students whether they know the six tastes 
● Introduce and explain the six tastes, with English meanings 

○ Students are to write the six tastes with English meaning in the Six Tastes Worksheet 
● Ask students whether they know a food for each taste 

 
 
 
 

‘Six Tastes with Examples’ video 
● Play the full video 

● Reading textbook - 
Chapter 8 page 23 

● Six Tastes Worksheet 
● Six Tastes with 

Examples Video 
● Taste Matching Game 

Materials 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1R1X-BaY5la7AFWZKMmc5_VyU0WQCYkDG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1R1X-BaY5la7AFWZKMmc5_VyU0WQCYkDG
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1GBjnUEbRpW3bnTmPSfloDtWa5mug_vQ7RiYWM5f1e8s/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzDkkuQf7nQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzDkkuQf7nQ
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1bEQQgs7eC4aqYGEHVlDfhaxpO1aXY4LbUmLk6g6K8xI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1bEQQgs7eC4aqYGEHVlDfhaxpO1aXY4LbUmLk6g6K8xI/edit


● Ask students the following: 
○ What are the six tastes? 
○ What do we use to taste with? 
○ What are some fruits the video mentioned? 
○ What are some vegetables the video mentioned? 

● Play the video again, this time pausing at each taste and explaining what was said 
○ Students will add examples in the Six Tastes Worksheet and fill in the benefit of each taste.  

■ Differentiation: Learning the names of the six tastes is the focus for students, however learning the 
health benefit of each taste can be an extension.  

○ Ask students to say what is written in the video 
■ Differentiation: Beginner students will be able to identify words using the pictures, intermediate 

students may be able to read the words without referring to the pictures. 
 
Game: Taste Matching  

● Prepare a bag with cards that have the foods from the ‘Six Tastes with Examples Video’. Each student will pick a card 
from the bag, read the food on the card and match the food to the taste by placing the card underneath the correct 
taste. They will then say “[food item] is [taste]" as a sentence.  

● Play 2-3 rounds of the game. 
● Differentiation: Include additional foods covered from last week as a ‘challenge round’.  

 
Conclusion: Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on lesson content from Week 1-2 
● Use a mixture of simple questions e.g. How do you say sweet in Tamil? What taste is chilli?, and complex questions e.g. 

What are the six tastes? Name a சிற்றுண்டி that is sweet? 
● Differentiation: Ask intermediate students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 
● Informally assess where students need more revision and plan to revise next lesson  

● Reward winners with Teacher’s awards 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What was one thing you learnt? 

○ What is one thing you would like to learn more about? 
 



Lesson 3: Tamil Food Part 3 
Purpose: to introduce sentence structures to be used in the interviews for the end task and conduct the first mini task to 
be used towards the end task.  
 
Activities: 
Class revision of Tamil Food 

● Ask students to sit in a circle and say one Tamil food and its taste  
○ Prompt with questions if stuck e.g. What food is salty?, What taste is …? using content from lesson 1 and 2 

● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz 

 
Reading textbook - Chapter 8 page 23 
The Missing Detail 

● Provide students with an excerpt of Chapter 8 page 23, with keywords missing. 
● Whilst the teacher reads the correct text, students will need to identify and write the missing words.  

○ Differentiation: Provide worksheet without word bank to intermediate students  
 
Introduce Sentence Structures 

● Introduce the four sentence structures to be used in the interviews. 

○ ‘What is your favourite…?’ 
■ உங்களுக்கு பிடித்  … எது? 

○ ‘What … do you dislike?’ 
■ உங்களுக்கு பிடிக்கோ  … எது? 

○ ‘I like …’  
■ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கும் 

 
○ ‘I don’t like …’ 

■ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கோது 
● Use in the context of Tamil food 

○ Ask students what Tamil food they like/dislike and ask them to respond using the I like/I don’t like 
sentence structure.  

○ Game: Me Too 

● The Missing Detail 
Worksheet 

● Mini Task Booklet 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1UFCcRypiNTp9GAf-GzvqOQT3YdYSWXcgA9-rB_51EUI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1UFCcRypiNTp9GAf-GzvqOQT3YdYSWXcgA9-rB_51EUI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/115yva-uRIU969aHtnsXiUdF5nm960PuuXNrX3Hwgwkw/edit


■ Students will sit in a circle and with one student in the centre. The student in the centre will say “I 
like/dislike [Tamil food]” and all the students who agree will shout “Me too!”. Each student will 
come to the centre until all students have had an opportunity.  

● In table groups (generally groups of four), ask students to discuss and find two Tamil foods they all like and two 
Tamil foods they all dislike. Each student will then share with the class one of the foods their table group all like or 
dislike (students already know plural personal pronouns in Tamil).  

 
Mini Task 1 - Food Interview 

● Explain to students how they need to interview their partner on the following things: 
○ One Tamil food their partner likes and dislikes with reasons, and a description of the taste of each food  

● Have a class brainstorm of what questions need to be asked in order to get the information needed. Do not write 
down the questions. Students should already know how to ask these questions based on content taught in the 
unit of work/prior knowledge.  

○ Differentiation: Inform students that they can refer to notes, or ask the teacher/peers for assistance. 
There are also helping words in the booklet provided to record answers. However, encourage students to 
try to ask questions/respond without the use of extra materials.  

● Remind students that they will present their findings at the end of the unit  
● Students break off into their assigned pairs and ask each other:  

○ What is your favourite Tamil food? What taste is it? Why do you like it?  
○ What Tamil food do you dislike? What taste is it? Why do you not like it?  

● Observe and assist where necessary  
● Collect booklets at the end to provide feedback/ identify where revision is needed.  

 
Conclusion: Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on Week 1-3 lesson content 
● Use a mixture of simple questions and complex questions testing Tamil foods, six tastes and introduced vocabulary.   
● Differentiation: Ask intermediate students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 
● Informally assess where students need more revision and plan to revise next lesson  

● Reward winners with Teacher’s awards 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What is one concept you feel confident about? 



○ What do you need more practice with? 
 

Lesson 4: Tamil Clothes Part 1 
Purpose: to revise and introduce Tamil clothing, and conduct the second mini task to be used towards the end task.  
 

Activities: 
Class Revision of Tamil Food 

● Game: Trapdoor 
○ In pairs, students will each choose words from the list to create a sentence. They will write the sentence 

down on their mini whiteboards, and each student will try to guess their partner’s sentence by reading out 
one word at a time. Each time they read a word, the partner nods or shakes their head. If the choice is 
correct the student continues until they get it wrong. When they get it wrong, the other student has a go. 
This continues until someone guesses the full sentence.  

○ Play 2-3 rounds 
● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz / observations and 

feedback from Mini task 1 
 
 
 
Tamil Clothes Revision 

● Students should already be familiar with types of traditional Tamil clothing e.g. புடசை,  சைட்டி,  ோல்சை, 
போைோசட  ட்சட 

● Explain ஆசட is a synonym for உடுப்பு/உசட (clothing) which they may be more familiar with 

● Revise Tamil clothes using the Traditional Tamil Clothes PowerPoint 
○ Revise the age/gender of who would wear the clothing for each clothing type 

■ Ask questions such as ‘Who would wear a புடசை?’ or ‘What traditional Tamil clothing would a 
young girl wear?’  

○ Show students images of places and ask them whether they would wear Tamil traditional clothing (e.g. 
temple, park, wedding, etc). Students will respond “Yes” or “No” 

 
Revise Sentence Structures 

● Revise the four sentence structures to be used in the interviews. 

○ ‘What is your favourite…?’ 

● Trapdoor Game List 
● Traditional Tamil 

Clothes PowerPoint 
● Oral Ping Pong 

Sentences 

● Mini Task Booklet 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1gEyx93ZrmbAHLPwilpaHfqzqrNZv9m7NUS367D_LW5w/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1xKCeb3PCCsZVX80dTz4ZEswIKIdoWVnNR86FupjBAow/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1xKCeb3PCCsZVX80dTz4ZEswIKIdoWVnNR86FupjBAow/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1fS953O2GxsZEw2fmtA4_SdxgZAl9AfifkePeJ3TjAaU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1fS953O2GxsZEw2fmtA4_SdxgZAl9AfifkePeJ3TjAaU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/115yva-uRIU969aHtnsXiUdF5nm960PuuXNrX3Hwgwkw/edit


■ உங்களுக்கு பிடித்  … எது? 
○ ‘What … do you dislike?’ 

■ உங்களுக்கு பிடிக்கோ  … எது? 
○ ‘I like …’  

■ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கும் 
○ ‘I don’t like …’ 

■ எனக்கு … பிடிக்கோது 
● Game: Oral Ping Pong 

○ Split students into pairs to ask each other in English how to say the sentence structures in Tamil.  
○ Each student receives a sheet with the same sentences, but only has the Tamil translation for one half of 

them. 
■ Differentiation:  For ‘challenge rounds’ ask students to create their own sentences using the four 

sentence structures in the context of Tamil food and clothes 
 
 
Revise Colours 

● Students should already know basic colours in Tamil 
● Brain break Game: Call out a colour in Tamil and ask students to point to an object near them of that colour.  

○ Start off with basic colours e.g. red, blue, green then call out colours students may be less familiar with in 
Tamil e.g. grey, brown, orange 

○ Differentiation: For ‘challenge rounds’ ask students to call out a colour, and call out multiple colours at 
once  

 
Mini Task 2 - Clothing Interview 

● Explain to students how they need to interview their partner on the following: 
○ A description of their partner’s favourite item of Tamil clothing and where they wear it 

● Have a class brainstorm of what questions need to be asked in order to get the information needed. Do not write 
down the questions. Students should already know how to ask these questions based on content taught in the 
unit of work/prior knowledge.  

○ Differentiation: Inform students that they can refer to notes, or ask the teacher/peers for assistance. 
There are also helping words in the booklet provided to record answers. However, encourage students to 
try to ask questions/respond without the use of extra materials.  

● Remind students that they will present their findings at the end of the unit  



● Students break off into their assigned pairs and ask each other:  
○ What is your favourite Tamil clothing?  
○ What colour is the clothing? 
○ Where do you wear the clothing? 

● Students can record answers in the booklet provided  
 
Conclusion: Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on Week 1-4 content 
● Use a mixture of questions from the current lesson e.g. ‘What is a synonym for ஆசட’ and previous lessons e.g. ‘Name 

a ‘பலகோரம்’.   

● Differentiation: Ask intermediate students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 
● Informally assess where students need more revision and plan to revise next lesson  

● Reward winners with Teacher’s awards 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What’s one thing you’d like me to start doing in class? 

○ What’s one thing you’d like me to stop doing in class? 

○ What’s one thing you’d like me to continue doing in class? 

 

Lesson 5: Tamil Art Forms Part 1 
Purpose: to introduce Tamil art forms, and conduct the third mini task to be used towards the end task.  
 

Activities: 
Class Revision of Tamil Clothes 

● Ask students to sit in a circle and describe the most recent place/event they wore Tamil traditional clothes and 
what they wore 

● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz / observations and 
feedback from Mini task 2 

 
Tamil Art Forms Introduction 

● Ask students what Tamil art forms they learn 
● Introduce Tamil art forms using the Traditional Tamil Art Forms PowerPoint 

● Traditional Tamil Art 
Forms PowerPoint 

● Guess the Art Form 
Game Sounds 

● Guess the Art Form 
Game Worksheet  

● Guess the Art Form 
Game Worksheet (No 
Names) 

● Mini Task Booklet 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1TqvfLHKG_bGM9hEYExeY0xgaCpR-bfpsIMjFpBvqIGQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1TqvfLHKG_bGM9hEYExeY0xgaCpR-bfpsIMjFpBvqIGQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1M1NOD0stlu3ufdCLpc7sVbM8tTyzNFXQKDxSU68iljo/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1M1NOD0stlu3ufdCLpc7sVbM8tTyzNFXQKDxSU68iljo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/185izsWApusQKiK84TnHUPJRWZYDmt8ncpfPLHBsO7DM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/185izsWApusQKiK84TnHUPJRWZYDmt8ncpfPLHBsO7DM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1GvBab3nec5RLU_gxqyUYAKLBGRMOtD-XiF99gKa8HQ4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1GvBab3nec5RLU_gxqyUYAKLBGRMOtD-XiF99gKa8HQ4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1GvBab3nec5RLU_gxqyUYAKLBGRMOtD-XiF99gKa8HQ4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/115yva-uRIU969aHtnsXiUdF5nm960PuuXNrX3Hwgwkw/edit


○ Explain that there are 64 art forms (note: only art forms relevant to students will be covered in the unit of work 
- literature, instruments, dance, singing and drama) 

○ Introduce and explain ‘முத் மிழ் (இயல், இச , நோடகம்)’ - the trinity of Tamil literature 
○ Show videos of art forms (include clips that students would recognise)  
○ Include explanations of where students might see the art forms (temple, wedding, Tamil School Annual 

Function, etc) 

● After explaining the relevant Tamil art forms, ask students whether they would like to learn any new Tamil art 
forms 
 

Game: Guess the Art Form  
● Play recordings of sounds of Tamil literature, musical instruments, singing, dance and drama. Use popular 

literature/songs that students would be familiar with (play audio only not video). Students will number the Tamil 
art form pictures on the worksheet in the order of the sound played. 

○ Differentiation: Students can either choose a worksheet with pictures only or a worksheet with both 
pictures and names of the art forms. Students who choose the worksheet without names will write the 
name of the art forms underneath the picture in addition to numbering the pictures. 

○ Final clip will be a ‘challenge round’ with multiple artforms in the one clip  
 

Mini Task 3 - Art Forms Interview 
● Explain to students how they need to interview their partner on the following things: 

○ What Tamil arts their partner learns/would like to learn with justification   
● Have a class brainstorm of what questions need to be asked in order to get the information needed. Do not write 

down the questions. Students should already know how to ask these questions based on content taught in the 
unit of work/prior knowledge.  

○ Differentiation: Inform students that they can refer to notes, or ask the teacher/peers for assistance. 
There are also helping words in the booklet provided to record answers. However, encourage students to 
try to ask questions/respond without the use of extra materials.  

● Remind students that they will present their findings at the end of the unit  
● Students break off into their assigned pairs and ask each other:  

○ Do you learn any Tamil arts? 
■ If yes:  

● What Tamil art do you learn?  
● What do you like about it?  



■ If no:  
● What Tamil art do you want to learn?  
● What do you like about it?  

● Students can record answers in the booklet provided  
 
 
Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on Week 1-5 content 
● Use a mixture of simple questions e.g. How do you say tradition in Tamil? and complex questions e.g. Name two Tamil 

art forms? 
● Ask students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What was one thing you did well? 

○ What was one thing you would like to improve on? 

 

Lesson 6: Tamil Festivals Part 1 
Purpose: to revise the Tamil festivals of Thai Pongal and Tamil New Year  

 
Activities: 
Class Revision of Tamil Clothes 

● Assign each table a Tamil art form and ask them to work together to come up with 4 facts about the art form to 
share with the class. Each student will share one fact.  

● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz / observations and 
feedback from Mini task 3 
 

Introduction to Thai Pongal  
● Students should already have foundational knowledge of Thai Pongal through prior learning and their personal 

cultural experiences. 
● Have a class discussion on Thai Pongal, including asking the following: 

○ Why is Thai Pongal celebrated 
○ How do students celebrate Thai Pongal  

● Thai Pongal Explainer 
Song 

● Thai Pongal Video 
Worksheet 

● Tamil New Year 
Explainer Song 

● Tamil New Year Video 
Worksheet 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0If5DMmkmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0If5DMmkmw
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1P-iF1-WiHT1aRGaIpE3jJmYFxAPHNFp0bEnC-Mpdxc0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1P-iF1-WiHT1aRGaIpE3jJmYFxAPHNFp0bEnC-Mpdxc0/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wolGjb_2TIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wolGjb_2TIc
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1-RvGobebaVGvAzh3uvEFnx9CGvQ-1u8AidcDmDKaCmY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1-RvGobebaVGvAzh3uvEFnx9CGvQ-1u8AidcDmDKaCmY/edit


 
Thai Pongal Explainer Song 

● Play the full video  
● Ask students the following: 

○ Who were the characters in the video? 
○ What clothes were they wearing? 
○ What happened in the video? 
○ What did they do in the video?  
○ When did they do those rituals? 

● Play the video again, this time pausing at each taste and explaining what was said 
● Students will fill in the blanks in the cloze passage using the Thai Pongal Video Worksheet.  

○ Differentiation: Provide worksheet without word bank to intermediate students  
 

Introduction to Tamil New Year 

● Students should already have foundational knowledge of Tamil New Year through prior learning and their personal 
cultural experiences. 

● Have a class discussion on Tamil New Year, including asking the following: 
○ Why is Tamil New Year celebrated 
○ How do students celebrate Tamil New Year 

 
Tamil New Year Explainer Song 

● Play the full video 
○ Ask students the following: 

■ Who were the characters in the video? 
■ What happened in the video? 
■ What did they do in the video?  
■ When did they do those rituals? 

● Play the video again, this time pausing at each taste and explaining what was said 
● Afterwards students will number the pictures in order of what is done on Tamil New Year using the Tamil New Year 

Video Worksheet.  
○ Differentiation: Students who finish early can complete the extension activity, by answering the questions 

based on the video.  
 

Quiz Game 



● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on Thai Pongal but including concepts learnt from 
Week 1-5 

● Use a mixture of simple questions e.g. What would you wear on Tamil New Year? and complex questions e.g. What 
taste is pongal? 

● Ask students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 

Verbal Exit Ticket 
● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer one of the following questions: 

○ What is something new you learnt today? 
○ What is one question you have about today’s lesson? 

 

Lesson 7: Tamil Festivals Part 2 
Purpose: to revise and introduce the Tamil festival of Deepavali, conduct the fourth mini task to be used towards the end 
task, and prepare students for the end task.  
 

Activities: 
Compare the Festival Game 

● Select four actions (e.g. hands on head, hands on shoulders, hands on hips, hands on knees), one for each of the 
following: 

○ Done on Thai Pongal - hands on head 
○ Done on Tamil New Year - hands on shoulders 
○ Done on both festivals - hands on hips 
○ Done on neither festival - hands on knees 

● Say a fact about the festivals and students will do the corresponding action based on whether the fact is done on Thai 
Pongal, Tamil New Year, both festivals or neither festival.  

● Elimination style, last student standing wins 

 
Class Revision of Thai Pongal and Tamil New Year  

● Revise concepts students indicated they needed more help with / observations from quiz  
 

Introduction to Deepavali 
● Students should already have foundational knowledge of Deepavali through prior learning and their personal 

cultural experiences. 
● Have a class discussion on Deepavali, including asking the following: 

○ Why is Deepavali celebrated 

● Deepavali Explainer 
Song 

● Deepavali Video 
Worksheet 

● Mini Task Booklet 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpavocN2FlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpavocN2FlM
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/10IXkry8l1SqckO28k7vsIrl_tcJkbGOEojBevqo4r4I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/10IXkry8l1SqckO28k7vsIrl_tcJkbGOEojBevqo4r4I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/115yva-uRIU969aHtnsXiUdF5nm960PuuXNrX3Hwgwkw/edit


○ How do students celebrate Deepavali  
 
 

Deepavali Explainer Song 
● Play the full video  
● Ask students the following: 

○ Who were the characters in the video? 
○ What happened in the video? 
○ What did they do in the video?  
○ When did they do those rituals? 

● Play the video again, this time pausing at each taste and explaining what was said 

● Afterwards students will match the picture from the video to the action using the Deepavali Video Worksheet.  
○ Differentiation: Students who finish early can complete the extension activity, by numbering the pictures in 

order of what is done on Deepavali.  
 

Mini Task 4 - Festivals Interview 
● Explain to students how they need to interview their partner on the following things: 

○ Their partner’s favourite Tamil festival and how they celebrate it. 
● Have a class brainstorm of what questions need to be asked in order to get the information needed. Do not write 

down the questions. Students should already know how to ask these questions based on content taught in the 
unit of work/prior knowledge.  

○ Differentiation: Inform students that they can refer to notes, or ask the teacher/peers for assistance. 
There are also helping words in the booklet provided to record answers. However, encourage students to 
try to ask questions/respond without the use of extra materials.  

● Remind students that they will present their findings at the end of the unit  
● Students break off into their assigned pairs and ask each other:  

○ What is your favourite Tamil festival? 
○ How do you celebrate it? 

● Students can record answers in the booklet provided  
 
End Task - Presentation Preparation 

● Remind students what needs to be covered in their presentation 
● Explain the marking criteria they will be assessed on 



● Remind students of presentation skills (previously covered in detail for a speech competition) 
○ Begin the speech with ‘அசனைருக்கும் ைைக்கம்’ and end with ‘நன்றி ைைக்கம்’ 
○ Eye contact with audience 
○ Speak clearly and and confidently  

● Give students time to prepare for their end task. Students can use this time to: 
○ Talk to their partners to gather any missing information 
○ Consolidate their notes into speech format  
○ Practice their speech with their partners 

● Assist and correct where necessary 
 

Quiz Game 

● Divide students into mixed ability teams and ask questions based on Thai Pongal but including concepts learnt from 
Week 1-6 

● Use a mixture of simple questions e.g. What do you eat on Deepavali? and complex questions e.g. What is something 
done on Deepavali but not Tamil New Year? 

● Ask students to write the answer on the board for bonus points 

 
Verbal Exit Ticket 

● Evaluate lesson through student verbal feedback by asking students to answer both of the following questions: 

○ On a scale of 1-5 how confident do you feel about the end task? 

○ What can you  do to help you feel more confident about the end task?   
 



Lesson 8: End Task + Reflection 
Purpose: Students will complete the end task in order for the teacher to assess whether they have met the success 
criteria. Students will reflect on the end task to evaluate their performance and provide verbal feedback to the teacher.    
 

Activities: 
Fill in gaps / Practice  

● Give students time to talk to their partners to gather any missing information. Students who have all necessary 
information can use this time to practice.  

 
End Task - Presentation  

● Prior to commencing presentations, remind students of the following: 
○ What they need to cover in their presentation 
○ Marking criteria they will be assessed on 
○ They need to ask at least one question to a presenting student in the style that was practiced in the mini 

tasks.  
● At the end of each student’s presentation, prompt the class to ask the presenting student questions. Ensure all 

students have an opportunity to ask questions.  
 
Evaluation 

● Ask students to reflect on their performance using gestures (thumbs up, thumbs sideways, thumbs down) 
○ Ask students what they think they did well, and what they think they could improve on (students can 

answer verbally and teacher can make notes) 
○ Go around and ask each student to say one thing they have learnt from the unit of work  

● Provide feedback on end task to students 
 

 

 



Single point rubric  
 

Needs improvement to 
meet expectations 

Meets expectations Exceeds expectations 

 Criterion 1: Task 
completion 
 
Description: Successfully 
completes all aspects of 
the presentation  
 

 

 Criterion 2: Vocabulary 
 
Description: 
Appropriately uses key 
vocabulary learnt during 
the unit of work in the 
presentation 
 

 

 Criterion 3: 
Pronunciation 
 
Description: Accurately 
pronounces most words 
 

 

 Criterion 4: Fluency 
 
Description: Speaks 
clearly and confidently 
with minimal use of 
English words 
 

 

 Criterion 5: Responding 
to Questions 
 
Description: Successfully 
responds to peers’ 
questions after the 
presentation  
 

 

 Criterion 6: Asking 
Questions 
 
Description: Correctly 
asks a question learnt 
during the unit of work to 
a presenting student 
 

 

 




