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Note from the editor: 

It is recommended this resource as a beginner level Tongan picture book for learners approximately 3–8 years 

of age, with 4–7 years being the core target age group. 

The book playfully combines words in unusual ways, such as sipi kaukau (“bath sheep”) and sipi peau (“wave 

sheep”). While these expressions may sound unusual to Tongan speakers, this reflects the playful use of 

language in the original English book. The adaptation therefore preserves its humour and imaginative language 

while maintaining accurate Tongan orthography. 

The resource has good potential as an early Tongan language learning resource because it combines simple 

language, repetition and visual storytelling in a way that encourages young learners to listen, participate and 

build confidence in using Tongan. 

 

This resource is best suited to learners who are at the beginning stages of learning Tongan. Its repetitive 

language patterns and accessible vocabulary support the development of basic listening, pronunciation, 

comprehension and oral communication. 

The resource can be introduced from around 3 years of age, particularly when an adult reads and interacts 

with the child. At this age, children can engage with the illustrations, listen to the Tongan, identify familiar 

concepts and gradually join in by repeating individual words and phrases. 

The resource would be suitable for learners up to approximately 8 years of age, particularly those who are 

beginners in Tongan or have had limited exposure to the language. With older children, the book can also 

provide a foundation for follow-up activities that extend their vocabulary and oral language. 

 



Ko fe‘ia ‘a e Sipi Lanumata?
Where is the Green Sheep?

Fa‘u ‘e Mem Fox mo Judy Horacek

Tāfakatātaaʻi ʻe Lola Yamin



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi lanu puluu´.
Here is the blue sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi lanu kulokula´.
And here is the red sheep.



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi topu kaukau´.
Here is the bath sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi mohe‘anga´.
And here is the bed sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi pakau´,
(Here is the thin sheep,)

pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi fālahi´.
and here is the wide sheep.



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi heke´.
Here is the swing sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi fakapaheke´.
             And here is the slide sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi Lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko  ‘eni ‘a e sipi ‘olunga´,
Here is the up sheep,

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi lalo´.
and here is the down sheep.



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi tāme‘a´.
Here is the band sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi kalauni´.
And here is the clown sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi la‘aa´.
Here is the sun sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi ‘uha´.
And here is the rain sheep.



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi motokaa´,
Here is the car sheep,

pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi lēlue´.
  and here is the train sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi matangi´.
Here is the wind sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi peau´.

          And here is the wave sheep.



Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi ilifia´,
Here is the scared sheep,

pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi to‘a´.
and here is the brave sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi ofi´.
Here is the near sheep.

Pea ko eni ‘a e sipi mama‘o´.
      And here is the far sheep.



Ka ko fe‘ia ‘a e sipi lanumata?
But where is the green sheep?

Ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi māhina´.
Here is the moon sheep.

Pea ko ‘eni ‘a e sipi fetu‘u´.
And here is the star sheep.



Ko fe‘ia ‘A E sipi lanumata?
Where IS that green sheep?

Huke fakalongolongo pē ‘a e peesi´ – ka tau ki‘i fakasiosio…
Turn the page quietly – let’s take a peep…



Ko ‘eni ‘etau sipi lanumata´, mā‘umohe.
Here is our green sheep, fast asleep.



 

Book:  Ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu mata? (Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem Fox) 

 

COMMUNITY LANGUAGES TEACHING PROGRAM  (TONGAN) - LESSON PLAN 1 - COLOURS 

 

GROUP:   16 students, Stages 1-3, Ages 6-10, Beginner DATE:   

 

LESSON AIM / FOCUS  

LEARNING OUTCOME 
At the end of this lesson 
students  will be able to: 

1. Learn colours 
2. Describe sheep and 

their colours 
3. Compare sheep and 

say which coloured 
sheep is their favourite 

TOPIC: Colours 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Express 
what their favourite 
colour is. 
 

LANGUAGE FEATURES:  
1. Learn Colours 
2. Say  ‘Oku ou sai’ia 
3. Describe objects by their 

colours 
4. Ask simple questions like What 

is your favourite colour? 
5. Write the words for colours 
6. Write a simple sentence saying 

what the colour the sheep in 
the book is 

 
 
 

SUCCESS CRITERIA:   
Students are able to:  

• Describe objects by their colours, say what colour they like and pronounce the colours 
correctly. 

• Ask each other their favourite colour – simple questions and one-word answers 

• Draw sheep and colour it their favourite colour and write the sentence ‘Oku ou sai’ia he 
sipi____(fill in with their favourite colour) 

 

RESOURCES : (books, equipment, etc):   
E-book “Ko fe’ia ‘ae sipi lanu mata?”, coloured pencils, squares of coloured paper, flashcards with 
colours written on them. 

 

WHAT WILL THE TEACHER DO?  WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO? TIME 

STEP 1: INTRODUCTION   
 
Explain the learning outcomes and success criteria to the children. 

• Show the children the squares of coloured paper, ask if they know any of 
the colours. 

• Hold up the coloured paper as well as the flashcard with the colour name 
written on it. 

• Pronounce the colours properly, while showing the corresponding-coloured 
card to the class. 

• Ask the children to repeat the colour name after the teacher. 
 

5 -10 
minutes 



 

STEP 2:  BODY 
 

1. Hold up the Big Book and show the cover to the children without saying 
anything. 

2. Ask the children to describe the cover of the book. 
3. Ask the children if all the sheep are the same colour. Ask - Why?/How do 

you know? 
4. Ask what they think the story is going to be about. 
 

Modelled Reading 
Read the book with emphasis on the colour of the sheep when it is mentioned. 
 
Communicative Activity 1 – Describe, Draw, Write, Read 

• I draw a sheep, colour it in my favourite colour and write underneath “Oku 
ou sai’ia he sipi_____” (I like the ____ (colour) sheep). I then read the 
description to the class. 

• Students draw a sheep and colour it their favourite colour and write the 
colour or a simple sentence under the drawing stating their favourite 
colour. It can be a coloured sheep from the story or any other colour the 
student likes. 

Differentiation: 
Low ability : Students can write  eg. lanu mata (green) under their drawing of a 
green sheep 
Middle ability: Students can write a simple sentence: ‘Oku ou sai’ia he lanu 
mata (I like green) 
High ability : Students can write a more descriptive sentence: ‘Oku ou sai’ia he 
sipi lanu mata (I like the green sheep) 
 

Collaborative Activity 2 – Search Game! 

• Teacher has hidden coloured paper cut outs of sheep around the 
classroom. 

• Teacher divides the students into two groups, tells them how many sheep 
there are and the different colours they are. 

• Students have to hunt for the hidden sheep. 

• When a sheep is found – the teacher asks the students to stop and say the 
colour of the sheep found.  

25 minutes 

STEP 3: CONCLUSION   
 
Each student share with the class their drawing of the sheep from Communicative 
Activity 1. 

1. Each student reads the colour or the sentence they have written under 
their drawing to the class. 

20 minutes 

STEP 4: ASSESSMENT  
 
Plan will be used later to teach the Class. 

STEP 5. EVALUATION/ REFLECTION    
 
As the Lesson Plan is to be used later – I have posed the following questions for evaluating the 
Lesson Plan when it is used: 
 



 

1. If the students enjoy listening to “Ko fe’ia ‘ae sipi lanu mata?”, I will use it for more 
lessons. 

2. Were the students engaged during the Communicative Activity? Did they ask questions to 
help them complete the activity? Did I think I answered those questions simply for them 
to understand? 

3. Did the all the students draw a sheep, coloured it and wrote a word or sentences to 
describe the colour of the sheep? 

4. What should I do if some of the students were not able to meet the success criteria? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book:  Ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu mata? (Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem Fox) 

COMMUNITY LANGUAGES TEACHING PROGRAM - LESSON PLAN 2– POSITIONAL WORDS 

 

GROUP:    
16 students, Stages 1-3, Ages 6-10, Beginner 

DATE:   

 

LESSON AIM / FOCUS  

LEARNING OUTCOME:  
At the end of this lesson 
learners will be able to: 

1. Know what positional 
words are 

2. Say what positional 
words are 

3. Ask simple questions 
and answers as to 
where things are 
positioned. 

TOPIC:  Positional 
words 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  
Know and understand 
positional words. 

LANGUAGE FEATURES:  
 

1. Positional words/prepositions 
e.g. in, on, down below 

2. Use positional words to 
describe where an object is. 

3. Write a simple sentence using 
a positional word. 

 
 
 

SUCCESS CRITERIA:   
Students are able to:  

• State what positional words are and know how to pronounce these words in Tongan. 

• Describe where objects are, using positional words. 

• Write a simple sentence using positional words. 
 

RESOURCES : (books, equipment, etc):   
 
Book:  Where is the Green Sheep? / Ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu Mata? by Mem Fox, Pictures of Sheep 
with positional words describing where the sheep is in the picture. 

 

WHAT WILL THE TEACHER DO?  WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO? TIME 

STEP 1: INTRODUCTION   
 

• Explain the learning outcomes and success criteria to the children. 

• Ask the children what they remember from the story read in the previous 
Lesson. 

• Remind the students of the title of the book you have been reading, it asks 
where is the (green) sheep? You need to know the positional word to 
answer that question correctly. 

• Tell students they are going to learn positional words that describe where 
the sheep is positioned in relation to an object. 
 

5 -10 
minutes 

STEP 2:  BODY  
1. Hold up the Book and show the cover to the children. 
2. Ask the children if they remember the story from the previous lesson. 
3. Ask if they remember where the sheep were in the pictures from the book 

– eg. Was the sheep in a cave? Or on the slide? 
 
Modelled Reading 

25 minutes 



 

Read the book with emphasis on the parts of the story where positional words are 
used or can be used to describe where the sheep is/are. 
 
Communicative Activity 1 – Interactive Reading 

1. After the first reading, invite the students to participate by reading and 
saying “But where is the green sheep? / Ka ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu mata?” 

2. At each picture in the book, pause and invite the students to describe the 
sheep’s position in relation to an object in the picture.   

3. Tell the children the positional word in Tongan and let them repeat it after 
you. 

4. Continue the Interactive reading until the end of the story 
5. Answer questions and provide support where necessary. 

 
Communicative Activity 2 – Question and Answer – Where is the Sheep? 

1.  Teacher hand out sheets with pictures of a sheep positioned in relation to 
everyday objects. 

2. Under every picture is a simple sentence with the positional words missing 
from the sentence. 

3. The teacher asks the students to write the positional words that describe 
where the sheep is in the space provided. 

4. The teacher reveals the complete sentence with the positional words. 
5. The teacher to provide support where there are questions from students. 

 

STEP 3: CONCLUSION   
1. Students to share their work with each other and see how they did 
2. The teacher to support students with pronunciation and spelling if they 

have difficulty. 

20 minutes 

STEP 4: ASSESSMENT  
Lesson Plan 2 will be taught at a later date. 
 

STEP 5. EVALUATION/ REFLECTIONS 
 
As the Lesson Plan is to be used later – I have posed the following questions for evaluating the 
Lesson Plan when it is used: 

1. If the students enjoy listening to “Ko fe’ia ‘ae sipi lanu mata?”, I will use it for more 
lessons. 

2. Were the students engaged in the Activities? Did they ask questions to help them 
complete the activity?  Did I answer those questions simply for them to understand? 

3. Were the students able to write simple sentences using positional words? 
4. What should I do if some of the students were not able to meet the success criteria?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book:  Ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu mata? (Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem Fox) 

COMMUNITY LANGUAGES TEACHING PROGRAM - LESSON PLAN 3 – ACTION VERBS 

 

GROUP:   16 students, Stages 1-3, Ages 6-10, Beginner Date:   
 

 

LESSON AIM / FOCUS  

LEARNING OUTCOME:   
At the end of this lesson 
learners will be able to: 

1. Know and say the 
action verbs used in 
the story. 

2. Spell and pronounce 
the verbs. 

3. Use the verbs in a 
simple sentence 

TOPIC: Verbs 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Know 
and say the verbs in 
the book 

LANGUAGE FEATURES 
 

1. Know the verbs used in the 
story., e.g. driving, riding, 
surfing 

2. Use the verbs in a simple 
sentence. 

3. Write a simple sentence using 
the verb. 

4. Ask questions about the verbs 
in the story. 

 
 
 

SUCCESS CRITERIA:  (How will I know students have achieved the learning outcome successfully? 
What does this learning look like? Link success criteria to learning outcomes and refer to these 
during the lesson) 
Students are able to: 

• Know, understand and able to state the action verbs used in the book. 

• Correct pronunciation and spelling of the action verbs. 

• Write a simple sentence using the action verb 

 

RESOURCES : (books, equipment, etc):   
Book: Ko fe’ia ‘a e Sipi Lanu Mata? (Where is the Green Sheep?) 

 

WHAT WILL THE TEACHER DO?  WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO? TIME 

STEP 1: INTRODUCTION   
 

• Explain the learning outcomes and success criteria to the children. 

• Ask the children what they remember from the story that you read in the 
previous Lesson. 

• Tell them they are going to learn the words that describe what the sheep 
did – the action verbs. 

 
 

5 -10 
minutes 

STEP 2:  BODY  
1. Hold up the Big Book and show the cover to the children. 
2. Ask the children if they remember the what the different sheep did in the 

story. 
3. Do they remember some of the sheep’s action from the previous Lesson? 

25 minutes 



 

 
Modelled Reading 
Read the book with emphasis on the parts of the story where the sheep is doing 
some action, describing what the sheep is doing , eg, swinging (heke), sleeping 
(mohe). 
 
Communicative Activity 1:  Learn action verbs in drama activities 

• Have the class stand and form a circle. 

• Ask each student to stand in the middle and pretend they are one of the 
sheep in the book, student does an action. 

• Ask the rest of the students to say the word for that action. 

• Let the rest of the class do one action each and each time, the rest say the 
word for that action. 

• Ask all students to hide like the green sheep, crouch down low and very 
quiet 

• List the action words on the board and ask the students to write the words 
in their books 

• Ask students to illustrate their favourite ones 
 
Collaborative Activity 2: Matching Exercise 

• Give the students the pictures of the sheep doing some activity with a list 
of words/ verbs beside the pictures. 

• Ask the students to draw arrows from the words to the picture to describe 
what the sheep is doing. 

• Ask students to describe orally the matching pairs with a partner using 
sentences e.g. “The _____ sheep is _____” 

• Extension: Student asks their partner: “Which sheep is _______?” 

STEP 3: CONCLUSION   
 

1. Ask the students to pair up and check each other’s work. 
2. The teacher to check their work and correct spelling and pronunciation. 

20 minutes 

STEP 4: ASSESSMENT  
 
Lesson Plan 3 will be taught at a later date. 
 

STEP 5. EVALUATION /REFLECTION 
 
As the Lesson Plan is to be used later – I have posed the following questions for evaluating the 
Lesson Plan when it is used: 

1. If the students enjoy listening to “Ko fe’ia ‘ae sipi lanu mata?”, I will use it for more 
lessons. 

2. Were the students engaged in the Activities? Did they ask questions to help them 
complete the activity? Did I answer those questions simply for them to understand? 

3. Did the students correctly match the picture of the activity to the verb/words? 
4. What should I do if some of the students were not able to meet the success criteria?  
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